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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's response dated October 12, 2005 has been entered in the above- 
identified application. Claim 33 has been amended. Claims 1-41 are pending of which 
claims 28-41 are now under consideration. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 28-32 and 36-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Wang et al. (US 5,494,707). 

Wang et al. disclose a resilient floor covering comprising of a resilient support 
surface and a resilient wear surface adhered to said support surface and comprising an 
underlying wear layer based coat and an overlying wear layer top coat adhered to said 
wear layer base coat (Column 3, lines 61-68). The wear layer top coat is a hard 
thermoset UV curable blend of acrylates (Column 4, lines 7-10). The wear layer base 
coat has a thickness of 0.7 to 3.0 mils and the wear layer top coat has a thickness of 0.1 
to 0.5 mils (Column 8, lines 35-45). Conventional substrate layer comprises materials 
typical of substrate layers found in the flooring art and include vinyl compositions 
(Column 9, lines 59-66). A preferred method is directed to 
providing a resilient floor covering comprising the steps of: 
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(a) providing a resilient support surface; 

(b) applying to the top of and adhering to said resilient support surface, a wear surface, 
said wear surface being applied by applying a wear layer base coat comprising a 
flexible, thermoset, polymeric composition having a flexibility, 

(b2) partially curing said wear layer base coat; 
(b3) applying to the top of said wear layer base coat, a wear layer top 
coat comprising a hard, thermoset, UV-curable blend of acrylic or acrylate 
monomers, and 

(b4) completely curing said wear layer base coat and said wear layer top 
coat. 

All limitations of claims 28-32 and 36-38 are disclosed in the above reference. 

3. Claims 33-35, and 39^1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Hamrock et al. (WO 98/1 1 168). 

Hamrock et al. disclose a floor finishing system comprising a radiation curable 
composition and a primer composition wherein the primer composition is coatable over 
a substrate and the radiation curable composition is coatable thereon (Page 6, lines 25- 
30). The cured, coatable composition is readily strippable from the substrate when the 
latex primer is present (Page 7, lines 1-3). All limitations of claims 33-35 are disclosed in 
the above reference. 



Application/Control Number: 09/838,884 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1773 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed on October 12, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Applicants traverse the rejection of claims 28-32 and 36-38 under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wang et al. (US 5,494,707) and submit that 
Wang does not teach that wear layer base coat is strippable and that their wear layer 
base coat is a renewable finish. Applicants further submit that Wang does show or 
suggest applying a "waterborne overcoat" . However, the Examiner takes the position 
that Wang's coatings must inherently be strippable and have a renewable finish given 
that Wang teaches the same coatings as claimed by the instant Applicants. 

Applicants further traverse the rejection of claims 33-35, and 39-41 under 35 
U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Hamrock et al. (WO 98/1 1 1 68) and submit that 
Hamrock teaches a radiation cured coatable composition which is not waterborne. 
However, the Hamrock rejection is directed to claims 33-35 and 39-41 which do not 
require the application of a waterborne layer - these claims simply state that a layer is 
removed that was waterborne. 

The above rejections are maintained. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sheeba Ahmed whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1504. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays and Thursdays from 9:30am 
to 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carol Chaney can be reached on (571)272-1284. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Sheeba Ahmed 
Art Unit 1773 
December 21, 2005 
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